


Blues apply to 
-join Football 
Leagu 


WYCOMBE Wan- 
derers dropped a foot- 
bali bombshell over the 
Easter holiday by apply- 
-ing to join the Football 
League next season. 


This shock an- 
nouncement, which will 
send reverberations 
around the non-league 
world, means that for the 
first time in their history 
Wycombe are aiming to 
join the elite. 

‘Indeed it is also the first 
time an Isthmian League side 
has ever applied to join the 
Football League — and this 
brave decision could set a 
trend for the future. 

Up until now, it has been 

assumed that only clubs from 
the Alliance Premier League 
could apply, but according to 
Wycombe secretary John 
Goldsworthy this is not the 
case. 
“There is no tie-up be- 
tween the Football League 
and any other league. 
There’s nothing to stop any 
club applying,” he said. 

Mr Goldsworthy explained 


why, after 97 years, the club . 


had finally got around to ap- 
plying to join. ` 


Remote chance 


“The Isthmian League is 
really not going anywhere 


rand we wanted a change of: 


Alliance, we 
uld not be an 






scenery. The 












mseussion abou 
we decided to apply 
Football League.’ 

Their chances of gaining 
entry to the Footbali League, 
must be remote to say the 
least. | 
Before their application 
can go any further, Wycom- 
be’s ground and facilities 
must be examined by special 
Football League inspectors 
to see if they match up to the 
renee required standard, 


the future, 
for the 





is must be a major. 


hurdle because Wycombe's 
Loakes Park ground is re- 
nowned for its slope and no 
other club in the Football 
Lepgue has a pitch like it. 
The dressing room accom- 
modation is good, but certain- 


. doubts as 


a 
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improvements might have to 


-be made to the press area, 


There must be severe 
to whether 
Wycombe would pass this in- 
spection, although Mr Gold- 
sworthy defends the pitch by 
saying: “If you can’t play on 
that surface, you can’t play 
anywhere,” 

Even if they clear that 
hurdle, the chances of get- 
ting enough votes at the an- 
nual meeting must be re- 
mote, Even Altrincham, with 


their exceptional non-league 
record, failed to beat strug- 
glers Rochdale in a vote last 
year, There are no such ob- 
vious *candidates to be 
thrown out of the League this 
time, 

Mr Goldsworthy agrees 
the chances of election are 
slim. “Teams very rarely get 
in first time, But unless you 
try, you never know. But at 
least we will know where we 
stand, if we fail.” 

_ Wycombe’s application 


Wycombe drop 
a bombshell 


has received support from 
the Isthmian League, who 
can only benefit. If nothing 
else it shows that teams do 
not have to enter the Allian- 
ce to apply for the Football 
League, 

A Spokesman for the Foot- 
ball League said: ‘We shall 
treat Ro application 
no differently from any 
other. We will write to them 
to ask for certain information 
and inspect their ground, 

“If it is satisfactory then 
their application will go 
before the annual meeting. 
Why should 


we treat it any 
other way.” ee rt Cah 


_Vircaus stars in 
friendly draw 


A HIGHLY promising 
performance by Wycom- 
be’s teenage central de- 
fender Anton Vircaus was 
the Mighhei of their 
drawn friendly match at 
Wealdstone on Tuesday 
night. 

Vircaus, 19, showed plenty 
of skill at the back, as the 
weakened Wycombe side 
twice led before being pulled 
back by two rocket shots 
from Alan Cordice, formerly 
of Marlow and Chesham. 

With both regular goal- 
keepers injured, Wycombe 
gave a game to young John 
Clarke from Broomwades, 
while both Steve Dexter and 
striker Andy Hunt were 
given full games, 


Dangerous 


After weathering severe 
pressure during the first 20 
minutes when Vircaus stood 
out, Wycombe snatched the 
lead. Howard Kennedy’s 
through ball found Glynn, 
who turned well to score a 
good goal. . 

- But then just before half- 
time Alan Cordice, who for- 
med a dangerous’ striking 


‘Wealdstone 2, Wycombe 2 pare with his brother 


, put the Alliance Pre- 
mier League side level with a 
fierce volley past Clarke, 

Wanderers, who made two 
substitutions at half-time 


produced their best football . 


during the third quarter and 
regained the lead through 
Andy Hunt, who nodded in a 
good goal from Terry Scott’s 
well-placed cross, 

But just when it looked as 


though it would clinch vic- 
tory, up popped Alan Cor- 
dice again to send in another 
fierce shot to give 
-Wealdstone a draw in a well- 
contested match. : 


WYCOMBE: J. Clarke, S. Dexter, K, 
Mead (sub: P, Birdseye 45 mins}, A. Vir- 
caus, J. Jacobs, R. Deal, H. Kennedy, S. 
Long, A Hunt, T. Glynn (sub: T, Scott 45 
mins}, K. Wilson (sub; T, Lee 75 mina), 

Haif-time: 1-1. Scorers: Wealdstona: 
A, Cardice 2 {41 mins, 77): Wycombe: 
Glynn (27), Hunt (58). i 


Reserves draw 


Wycombe Reserves 2, Fieet Reserves 2 


WYCOMBE Reserves look- 
ed to have done enough to 
take both points when 
went into a 2-1 lead in the 
87th minute on Saturday, but 
Fleet equalised, 

Fleet had gone ahead in 
the Suburban League North 
Division fixture at Loakes 
Park in the 29th minute from 
the pray spot after Tim 
Lee had brought down a 
player inside the area. 

Wycombe equalised in the 
77th minute when Gary Toll 
got the finishing touch to a 
move involving Nick 
Shrimpton and Andy Hunt, 
Vircaus looked to have seal- 
ed things in the 87th minute, 


they, 


but a minute from time Fleet - . 


equalise ; \ 

COMBE; C. Way, T, Lee, J, Jacobs, 
L Rundie, A. Vircans, S, Dexter, G, 
Marshall, M. Richardson, A, Hunt, G. Toll, 
N. Shrimpton. Sub: K, Stansbridga (not. 


used), A 
SUBURBAN LEAGUE 
NORTH DIVISION 

PWDL F Pts 
Harrow 2822 5 2 BO 26 49 . 
Farnboro 2817 F 4 68 27 41 
Hounslow 39018 § 7 B) 32 41 
Wycombe 3118 4 9 82 40 
Staines © 3117 8 8. 64 27 40 
Slough 2817 5 & 78 21 39 
Wealdstone 2716 4 7 682. 36 36 
Feltham 3216 @11 47 43 G6. 
Wembley 3013 9 8 87 39 35 
Hillingdon 3014 810 83 37 34 
Fleet 31 9 418 41 70 22 
Chertaey 29819 217 39 78 22 
Egham 31 8 $18 42 67 21 
Southall 29 6 617 28 BO 18 
Addiestone 27 8 417 40 46 16 
Camberley, 32 5 228 31 96 12 
Corinthian 29 Q 227 4117? 2 


|i 


- Hendon eei opened u 
Y 





WYCOMBE defender 
George Borg has been sus- 
pended for two weeks and 
so misses the last two 
matches in their late bid for 
the Berger Isthmian 
League championship, 

Borg, booked ten times this 
season, therefore cannot play 
at Leatherhead tomorrow 
raaraa) or at Bromley on 

ay 2. He would have missed 
the Bromley game, in any 
case, as he is on holiday in the 
United States. 

His left back position 
against Leatherhead seems set 
to be taken by Jimmy Jacobs, 
a mid-field player whose ver- 
satility has pro aay deprived 
him of seyeral first team 
games, Skipper Paul Birdseye 
will stay at right back. 

Reserve goalkeeper Chris 
Way is standing by, after 
Gary Lester reported injured 


with a back injury on: Tuesday 


night. Way, himself, is re- 
covering from a groin strain 
but should be fit to take over if 


- necessary. 


Otherwise Wanderers wili 
be able to field the same side 
that battled back from behind 
to win 3-2 at Croydon on Sat- 
urday. Terry Scott scored 
twice and Mick Holifield net- 
ted the other. at 

That victory allied to 
Slough’s shock home defeat 2 
the 


Premier Division cham- 


pionship race. , 


.Mike Keen, who fears the 
threat from Enfield, said: 
“We’ll just have to plug on by 
winning on Saturday and 
seeing what rapen ut Pil 
be disappointed if we win our 
last two games and still finish 
outside the top two. 


BERGER ISTHMIAN LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 
PWDL FAP 
VWivcombe 40 22 81073 45 74 
Stough 39 2013 6 62 31 73 
Enfield 39 20 11 8 7441 71 
Laytonstone 40 19 tO 11 76 56 87 
Sutton 36 17 11 B 72 54 82 
Dagenham 4117 4113 79 66 62 

- Hendon 41 17 10 14 62 87 61 
Harrow 38 16 10 13 56 45 58 
Staines 4116 81759 58 64 
Bromiley 4015 9 16 60 66 54 
Hayes - 3B t6 816 3947 54 
Tooting 41 t5 7 19 48 52 62 

Hitchin 39 14 817 63 60 50 
Dulwich 4413 11 17 61 88 59 

- *Barking 42 13 12 17 68.72 48 
Graydon 39 11 15 12 47 48 48 
Lestherhaad 40 1¢ 13 18 34 48 46 
Carshaiton 3813 7 18839 72 48 
Harlow 40 10 16 16 49 62 46 
W'atow . 39 12 7 2044-74 43 
Boreham Wd 401011 9 44 67 41 
tWoaking 39 10 § 23 37 48°33 


* 2 pts deductad, t 3 pta deducted, 


